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Jaleh Esfahani

LR

ARTS & FNTLITTAINMENT

B oAl D HE R

Tranian pock and activistwlhoese rich and prolific output across sixby
wenrs of exile told of veils, vwalls giud the unheard volces of womerns

Jalsh Eafanan spent mooat of
her life in exla from her native
ot sha bemme cra of s
and axtive waices in
ar litzratane. Far six
decadas, fi-=: i the Soviat
LInian anc most azacdly in
Brtain, =oz won resoock for ber
hearssit bat contralled wanses
o cxilz, hapoincs=s and hopao.

Jalzh Eganar was ooon in
E=fatar, lran, iri 1921 From
carly ahilchooad, sha had &
nalara tolent Far poety. She
Foblishad hes first ook of
ety at 23, In CesE, when the
Dest ammgress of hanian paels
and wrilers was coaweac in
Tetvan, Eslalizn weas e aniy
wotan and she recitec a piece
i freat of ar audiense of 2,000,

He- itzrary activities in lram werz2 cut shot afler she maried a
Yo A afficer, Sharma-al-din Badia. wha was an opponent
o the Pahilawvi ~2gints and suffersd persecdicon for his palitical
wivwas. Tho couals Mo o the Sovier Unian in 1247 Initialy they
settied 1N BakL. where bBsfahan learnt Azens and graduated from
Szerkaijan Stare University with 8 BAL Leter, in Moscow, she
learmrt Russian and got F2r PhD ir Parsian literatsre fram

amarmsoy Lniverssing Foromany yeam ahs worked at the Maxim
CGorky intsrnaional Acade ey of Likerstare. o 159841, armid the
Lo o ravolition, she returaed to Iran, But bwo years laker she
care I Lanconr, whare she remainsd watil bar death.

Dusng Fer siay i~ Russ s, Esfshani was known as the sole
famska face of Pers an leraiura. Shae oflen avallad e Tajikissn
and Afghanistzr and othar Middi=s Asian covntrias bo altead
ocorrgressas and confarsncea snd praestad numsrous is5lke and
FEpers to promole, sncourage =nd highligh: tha imaertance of
literary co-caosratan among the Farsi-speaking peocpies.

FPoarry was Esfahani’s first love. Sha plblishedc morne tnam 20
wizlumas of postry, most of woisn had been ranslated into
Russizn and valicus Euapean &anc clhaer Aslan largueages. She
slz=o rars atad the works af many Azarn poets of the earky 2010
cortey irto Farsi. Her actokiograpby The Shadow of Years was
Foblishad in 2000

I~ 200 toe Srst English fransiston of a seleckar of Esfabards
Foatry was carried out by her frisngl. Rouhi Sanfii, and pakiished
Ey Shiraz Pross ondor oo tbe PMigratng Sircis,

E=taba =S an artst unconstramed by boundases or country,
whoss workec painted to rich variety of life. 1 am' Thersfore, |
triir k4 Wy Hhoughts 2re samstmeaes simplesd somelimes desp s |
tho cormmardor of & my owen witld | strise, | write and react!
irscripricns off amposanrrent letier by letber. bne By line,”

E=fatari spoks cut against the tyrants and oporessars who have
ruEd ner counby far 8a long, but for ier. humanism was rat
corfined to a paticular country. She dedicated a substantial part
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of her work o libary ard fres thinking,

“aios walls and the unbezrd woises of confined womern alf hawve a
arong prasecos in her weark which spaaks also of rrovermantd,
irmn anr! the mormesponding drive to =\8il away from it. Esfabani
waas often called the poet of bope, ard 1hat erotion is in
abundance in har work Her verases ara suffusad by Iowve and tha
jay of Iife iz = ocentre ataga:

"Ta o= [aycus is an &t s=nould ather hearts basl with thed drom
of hsopimass’ inspi-ad by usd lifc wauld bo @ uniges ssane of ar”

Jdzlsh Eslahzai iz soarvived by Der Bwo Scis.

Jaleh Esfahani, lranian poct, was born In 1921, She dled on
Movarnber 28, 2007, aged 86
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Jaleh MWohajer-Esfahani

Leading ligght of the muodernist movernent in Persinn poetey

& Ahrowd Knrimi=flokked

» Towsdey Loy ¥ 3009

diteh Rohager-T slivhoni, aho ok dieE wsed 36, weas pecbiaps the loa survrvor e 'the 19485 irlaliecuanl getbering thu laonches] the modemist mocement in Poralan poetns.
The Fimsr Coagress of lraa's Writsrs rnd Poets prosaced a spranghoeand tor o news gencmrian of [ron's =eriters, mapdned by the ansrealist. free verss sod wodeeniag
MmEoCeacaitE Al Framcee and the powerfol wesss of secialiet iconls.

s at the fense, was onc of caby & headful sfwomen pesiccipants o e 1 -sinony uoesmble. She had just
s, smbadicd much praomiss 2x a poet end o breath o frezb pir in e irnd] e

Jadeli. svho was a scndent of Pordan Licerstaee 510 ezesn Lol versid
rehlizhml her Firat calseciiom of pastre, Hilod Cialbo-yeo ik o5

peirisnchnl getherdng

T woars Lanor, wodscn e pro-Sowict Tudah party of Cean weas doeclared dbcps] sfice sm sssa@sinanioll arbconpt o0 =hah Mobaoreied Beosy CGuhlaei, dolah amd e Boesbsnd
Shair-cdar Sadi-Taboic Bad bo feave Iras clanduetivcly. The coupie actiled in Baku, the capical i of e Savict mopubiic ol Assrowjen, uetl 5953, There, Ialeh aave
Brirtds s hes Lovo sosmes, Decamesd S and Blaesiza, end gradosieod oo the = lile om Versils

The fum- Iy maved i WMieaccos in 1954, whene she reasived ber Geoioote in Percizm Tonppunge arcd [fterchare troan T amsnosoy stase wnoscreiy. Predicraldy, the expomenes
otu_uf.\:ue.luc;s had begon e aesp Thooueh daleh's noid-cavessr conepoaiticns Ladesd, this theowe came 1o downanatc alocsl & e wors. She bagean e sases e umal objecis
s Barkhic pems of poosd sews oo Bomc, traies a2 cecalling atovewses thod veded i ecparsiion, o askme ceod prsals ol the, o, Fod experienced being severed Froo
their helowved home toems, She ntemacised beonty. movemert, dinlogie, sver teace of mmd s 2 shey | ton, maighe lenne Leer @ tlessting: coavat.

Tespirel hy soeinlisn idends ircclosbed e 1he Sovded Unseen, Jeleh™ pseeiry xtk v o mislanch = el arere- freoess flan nr thas distinpoaished is Bom rhe aracs of bor peces
and =il =ote ot apast froo et of the Teter geocrations of Traniaw cxiles and wacpatriates, At leass thooce codlootiome of Jaloh & poems, Aendeh 120l {8 ale-Civang River,
19653, Keshii-y e Kuabud (T has Grroen Wosscl, 19780, amE Mol Satimn (s ol e Won ., 19800 festured ol meedalgis imed hepe.

Saalesdy spwrd b ey denmbes us o Hberane scholar ot Che basimn €k Litenrmms Dnsime in fivase, seuchicg Persian sed complering s leasr Sour research poojeors
rm s o pessts un il dslleren L aspecks al masdesm ffersiun poeln mee L sz Beonl cmoag Lhese 1z 0 sweds od e evefutoe of modomist pootof in lesn, Adsbanislan an:d
Tejikoisinn

The sdvent of re: Iranian sovolocion becathed noew hope icos hes 106 and. afoe aodgic: sesivamoo, Tha SEBouly retprmmed 10 e in 1980, L here, in her ubsencs, Fasuis Sotel-
I hanlami. porhapshe meost promingn Bty fzore ol e 195k aral S0, had published sovcral of hor pacex i hisjonmn Sokhan. ond theve Zoudali-Fad bad goads a
el appearince Beinre being Fomned e stile senssdip apgamies. A s remectbensd fhe <1 yansyg soman whin had 1S oves 30 pears bofons, masy did et toleh
loeed 1o pnake Beor onark spain, and she did, by gertep in woek wicth her ofd conrndes amd caaltise nom sootacta, e perbicipatic g in post-rovalukion suﬁuz,n ags of literary
imelecmaly, aud 0% posdizbbdee & scloxtion of ber pocm s uode e TEe o A goa Hesor Clalan: Dashian (5071 Hod a Thowamne Bens) in 1581,

Adas ) this weas o be the poes ol wacks toe B pabdosbed (o hee hommelend . Ol o yesr loter the Todesb gty <07 tam, in eohieh she undd her hsshanid were naeimbers, maa

sercE ngmn d.e-c.1nru-d 1|]=g:_1 hie fme by Lhe I=lanmic re uhlican st dhat had succsedsa<d dha ronarchy, Belucnmtly rhe family eondgrated egoin, this tooe te Eowdoo. Tlee

h's Life amd ae opporizning foc her to dswets Boeecd? fo caritiog oty The wesalt was owaos tham 10 vedumes
mal pretr, solections foon Bar previons colspoailiots, wremseeing banslationa of Ser oreck into English and othier lur peages, ansdl e drathng oF o bingraphic

e lilTed Sowebieee Solhe S hosdoms of Jhe Yeara

[ the oossmms ol this Tost period, we ses the maluns post rallecting on her 1ie wits o misxiune of swl saisticolios aod reatmined regret, 8o if the acos thst she wonbd have
Trenean o Far wuc e senmoal Liceracy Sgasre if ondy she had been able to live out e 1iFs in her homeband, Vet aooeh of the sclevaios: oF et ceork 100 pemongees Pass el anned
padors rosdes o pAving opoession o oRpeericeees el they may Pad dilficolt 1o cxpecss o poesdc ichoom efiing thes daee ame oesthesic budbaos of echich Snleh
mmarm s e conxticie o Aeeime aftenglan. Sheis sorvived by her boas san -+ bdehmbid aad Figan. Hee hicshansd predecensed ber,




Jabels spent alpoar nan decades aen ljlerney seshesinr el Lhes Pdssdmm Cimrkay 1
o vnE s prets and 2iiTenml sspesls of moden: Persien pooloy;, smost =2
Fagikistan .

eralure Insiidue 1 Maseas. lesching Pemsiom A cesmplest nx gt hease fmer rescasch projoets
i Buem! amude thaese 13 g stwdy af the sealatioen ol oodemisg poclics meirem. A Tafanssio anad

The #drvent of Bw fremian sovolotion broathed neew bope into ier Lide aod, ofer smmae hesitatian, dywe funily remermed re Tran in PRS0 There, o haer aBacocs, Pacvie Matel-
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