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Suleiman Laeq (Afghanistan)

Suleiman Laeq, a well-known Afghan poet,
was born in 1931 into the family of a mullah.
He spent his childhood and"youth travelling
with his family about the country. “It seems to
me that it was the nature of my native land
that whispered the first lines of my poems into
my ears. My job was only to hurry and jot them
down.” And he began putting them down, do-
ing it so well that literary critics and readers
took notice of him after his very first publica-
tions.

Intensely lyrical, beautiful and sad, his po-
ems left nobody indifferent, Hearts were
moved by his love for the beautiful yet mis-
erable motherland. As the poet was growing ol-
der and maturing he started pondering over
how to make all people happy, how to console
mothers weeping their eyes out over their hun-
gry children.

Studying at Madrasah, the inquisitive young
poet still could not find answers to all the
haunting questions. So he turned to secular
books. Searching painfully for the true way of
serving his motherland and his people, he fzlt
the need to engage in public and political ac-
tivities and joined the People’s Democratic
Party of Afghanistan.

The poetry of Lacq. whose heart was blead-
ing over his motherland’s fate, met with hearty
response from Afghan patriots.

Let us unite, my friends, let us draw
closer!
Working together, we’ll cut through the

ropes,
We'll smash for once and all the iron
shackles
And we’ll destroy the gloomy prison dun-
geons ...
“There’s nothing like poetry to arouse active
love for one’s country,” the poet assumes; he

treats poetry as an integral part of his political

activity.

April 1978 saw the victory of the national-
democratic revolution in Afghanistan. Laeq
took an active part in the revolution and au-
thored the national anthem of the new Afgha-
nistan.

With great enthusiasm Laeq participates in
developing and maintaining revolutionary
gains. He is indeed tireless, you can see him
addressing quite different audiences, laving
bare the goals and tasks of the April Revolu-
tion before common people, who listen to their
poet with eagerness.

In March 1979 Suleiman Laeq was thrown
into prison on the orders of Amin, traitor of
the revolution. But Amin’s terror did not last
long. The poet is free again, his spirit not bro-
ken by torture. “They were trying to drown the
revolution in blood,” Laeq described that pe-
riod.

At present Suleiman Laeq is Minister of Tri-
bal and National Affairs, President of the
Academy of Sciences of Afghanistan, and
member of Revolutionary Council. And, of
course, he never stops writing poems.
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